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child with that of an ape which they had in their home for nine months,
point out that the ape never learned to manage human sounds, nor
did it show the babbling and other "practice" phases of linguistic develop-
ment so common to infants. Although -the ape was able to obey a large
number of verbal commands or signs given by adults, and although it
possessed a gamut of vocal responses for various emotional and feeling
States, it never acquired the use of a single word in the human sense.
This should make us aware that we have always to take into account
both constitutional and environmental factors; if the former are inade-
quate, the environmental factors alone ^w'ill not induce traits or capacities.
The same is true of inherently feeble-minded children and of children
who are born deaf or who early become handicapped by extreme loss of
hearing. The importance of social influences is also apparent from the
sketchy and poorly controlled accounts of the language development of
feral man. (See Park and Burgess, 1924.) Persons reared in isolation or
without social contacts do not develop human speech.
But among children of normal constitution and social-cultural op-
portunity linguistic development is directed and controlled in its later
phases chiefly by the older and more experienced members of the family,
the play group, and other associates. We can scarcely expect the child or
adult of the limited social and cultural world of the manual laborer to
match in language or thought the child or adult in the wider and more
complex cultural world of the educated man. Finally, until we know
the relation between higher thought processes and linguistic develop-
ment, we shall never be quite certain how much the intelligence-test dif-
ferences.,of children and adults from varying socioeconomic classes are
reflections of circumscribed or extensive exposure to culture and how
much they are the result of some more inherent difference in the constitu-
tional make-up of the members of these respective social classes.